Junior Research Group

»nGlobal Armenia/ns. Entangled Histories
of Central and Eastern Europe and the
Caucasus«

For centuries, Armenians have shaped the societies,
cultures and politics of Central and Eastern Europe.
We explore the multifaceted entanglements, focus-
ing on shared spaces of reference, encounter and
action, as well as their transregional and global con-
texts. Engaging with methodological and theoretical
debates in Armenian Studies, Comparative Central
and Eastern European Studies, and Entangled

and Global History, we position Armenian-Eastern
European interactions within global constellations
and processes. You are warmly invited to join us

at the opening event of the Junior Research Group
'Global Armenia/ns’, featuring project presentations,
research papers, and lectures!
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Reisepass einer armenischen Geflichteten aus den 1920er Jahren.

© Archiv des armenisch-katholischen Pfarramts, Budapest

The Leibniz Institute for the History and Culture of
Eastern Europe (GWZO) is one of the world's leading
research and educational institutions for the study
of the history and culture of Eastern Europe. Its
wide-ranging, interdisciplinary exchange and large
historical scope are distinctive: From antiquity to the
present day, the GWZO explores the unique features
and transformations of this historically and geo-
politically significant region. Its research focuses on
some of the most urgent issues of our time: dynamics
of globalisation and migration, knowledge systems
and competing historical narratives, environmental
challenges and violence.

www.leibniz-gwzo.de/en

Follow us on: n Facebook (@ YouTube Instagram m LinkedIn
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Venue

Leibniz-Institut fUr Geschichte und Kultur des 6stlichen
Europa (GWZO), Specks Hof (Entrance A),

Reichsstr. 4-6, D-04109 Leipzig

Conception
Balint Kovdcs (PPCU, Budapest/ GWZO, Leipzig)
Katja Castryck-Naumann (GWZO, Leipzig)

Cooperation

The Junior Research Group (JRG) is a collaborative
initiative funded by the Calouste Gulbenkian Founda-
tion (Lisbon) Higher Education and Science Committee,
Ministry of Education, Science, Culture and Sport,
Republic of Armenia and the GWZO Leipzig. In addition
to supporting doctoral project, the JRG conducts
several third-party funded initiatives.
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This measure is co-financed by tax revenues as set out
in the adopted budget of the Landtag of Saxony.
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Opening Event

Junior Research Group

»Global Armenia/ns.
Entangled Histories of

Central and Eastern Europe
and the Caucasus«

Leipzig, January 14-15, 2026

© Thomas Klemm


http://www.leibniz-gwzo.de/en
https://www.facebook.com/LeibnizGWZO/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCU1H4nR79QYpjblc0b54Jcg
https://www.instagram.com/leibnizgwzo/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/leibniz-institut-f%C3%BCr-geschichte-und-kultur-des-%C3%B6stlichen-europa---gwzo/posts/?feedView=all
https://www.leibniz-gwzo.de/en/research/research-departments/jrg-global-armenia-ns

Wednesday, January 14

9:00-9:40

Words of Welcome

Maren Réger (GWZO, Leipzig)

Razmik Panossian (Gulbenkian Foundation, Lisbon)
Sargis Hayotsayn (Higher Education and Science
Committee, MESCS, Yerevan)

Lusine Davtyan (Embassy of the Republic of Armenia,
Berlin)

9.45-10.45

Keynote Lecture

Peter Cowe (UC Los Angeles): Changing Social
Constructions of Time and Space in an Armenian
Context

Coffee break

11.15-12.15
Presentation and Discussion of the PhD-Projects
Chair: Bedta Hock, Timm Schonfelder (GWZO, Leipzig)

Jakob Breu (GWZO, Leipzig): Orphanages for Armenian
Children in Central and Eastern Europe After the First
World War

Comment: Christin Pschichholz (Potsdam University)

Lunch break

115-3.15

Tatevik Movsisyan (GWZO, Leipzig): The Genocide
against Armenians in Polish Literature in Its Trans-
national Contexts

Comment: Karen Jallatyan (GWZO, Leipzig)

Avet Vardanyan (GWZO, Leipzig): Environmental
Activism and Nuclear Safety: A Study of Armenia's
Metsamor Nuclear Power Plant, 1960s-2010s
Comment: Anatolii Tokmantcev (PPCU, Budapest)

Coffee break

3:45-4:45

Anzhelika Zakaryan (GWZO, Leipzig): Violence and
Humanitarianism in Nagorno-Karabakh: Sovereignty,
Memory, and Global Interdependencies (1990s-2023)
Comment: Arpine Maniero (Collegium Carolinum,
Munich)

Thursday, January 15

8.30-9.00

Global Armenia/ns: Concepts and Themes
Katja Castryck-Naumann (GWZO, Leipzig) /
Bdlint Kovacs (PPCU, Budapest / GWZO, Leipzig)

9.00-11.15
Panel: Violence, Humanitarianism and Diasporas
Chair: Katja Castryck-Naumann

Hakob Matevosyan (ZOiS, Berlin): Layers of Diasporic
Belonging: (Re)Evaluating Armenianness in Historical,
Contemporary and Comparative Perspectives

Konrad Siekierski (Free University, Berlin): Looking
West: The Descendants of Armenian Genocide Survi-
vors and Their Diasporic Horizon

Edita Gzoyan (Armenian Genocide Museum-Institute,
Yerevan): Forced Displacement of Armenians from
Artsakh: From Blockade to Exodus

Coffee break

11.45-1.15

Panel: Productions of Spaces: Early Modern
Perspectives

Chair: Bdlint Kovdcs

Petra Kostdlovd (Charles University, Prague): 17th-cen-
tury Armenian Diaspora Space in the Polish-Lithuanian
Commonwealth

Lilit Mnatsakanyan (PPCU, Budapest/GWZO, Leipzig):
Armenian Perspectives on a Pre-Modern Eastern
Europe: A Space of Instability and Fragmented Inte-
gration

Lunch break

2.30-4.45
Chair: Lenka Panuskova (GWZO, Leipzig)

JUrgen Heyde (Leipzig): Space and Belonging:
The Armenian Chronicle of Kamjanec-Podilskyj

Balint Kovacs (PPCU, Budapest / GWZO, Leipzig):
Spatiality in the Texts of Minas BZzskeanc'

Alexander Osipian (Europa-University Viadring,
Frankfurt/Oder): Armenian Merchant Networks and
Long-Distance Trade between Poland-Lithuania,

the Ottoman Empire, Persia and Russia in the Early
Modern Period

Coffee break

5:15-6:45

Public Lecture

Edita Gzoyan (Armenian Genocide Museum-Institute,
Yerevan): Targeting Identity: The Forced Assimilation
of Armenian Women and Children

7:00 Closing
Stefan Troebst (Berlin): Serendipity in Armenian
Studies. A Personal Account

Katja Castryck-Naumann (GWZO, Leipzig),
Balint Kovacs (PPCU Budapest / GWZO, Leipzig)
Future Perspectives

Followed by a Reception

Drawing of the borders of the newly formed Republic of Armenia
(second half of the 1910s). Unknown author. Archive of the Armenian
Catholic Parish Office, Budapest
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