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Archaeometric Approaches to Byzantine Ceramics in the Lyon 
Laboratory

The study of ancient material remains — particularly ceramics — through the methods 
of  the  natural  sciences  makes  it  possible  to  address  questions 
of provenance, development of technology, and patterns of exchange and connectivity, 
providing evidence for broader historical reconstructions.

The  Lyon  laboratory  holds  the largest  existing  database  of  chemical  analyses  of 
Byzantine  ceramics,  which  enables  the  reconstruction  of  processes  and  historical 
dynamics that are otherwise only fragmentarily reflected in written sources.
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